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CAN THE CITY BE DELINEATED BY MEANS OF HOUSES 



Manabu Chiba 



There has been liitle discussion up to now in Japan concerning ihe 
connection between houses and the city. The word "city" of course 
is frequently used, but the city that architects talk about in the con- 
text of their houses, especially detached houses, is vague in overall 
image and abstract in concept. At limes the word refers simply to 
the world outside the architect's own site. 

Some may feel that there is no such thing as a city in Japan in 
the first place. In Tokyo, for example, iwo-slory wooden houses are 
to be found at the bases of skyscrapers in Shinjuku and on the 
streets behind splendid commercial buildings in Aoyama and 
Roppongi, and detached houses form an endless sprawl throughout 
the Kanlo region. It might all be described as only one enormous 
suburb. The issue here, however, is not whether the city exists or 
not. We perceive the city through the presence of an abstract quali- 
ty called "urbanity". That urbanity is engendered by a combination 
of material and phenomenal factors, that is, physical urban spaces 
and human activities taking place in those spaces. It would seem all 
the more necessary, therefore, that, as architects, we try to redefine 
urban spaces as an environment of greater tangibility and substance 
through the act of design. What exists may only be describable as a 
suburb, but we still need to see houses as a cross-section of urban 
space instead of treating urban space as merely an expedient and a 
foil for our houses. We are today at a point where we must recog- 
nize this need and try to develop some sort of urban image. 

Looking back, we can see that around I960, when architects began 
to express themselves through detached houses in cities, many dif- 
ferent visions existed of the house. Some houses were set in opposi- 
tion to the city, some were environments cut out of the city and still 
others were works of art. The city was the unstated premise on 
which these buildings were based. Though many of the architectural 
experiments of the lime remain forceful, from the point of view of 
urban space, they depend for their effect on being closed, sealed-off 
domains. Roughly speaking, there have been two different forms of 
houses in cities in Japan: the townhouse (machiya) of the common- 
er and the upper-class residence (yashiki). The samurai residence in 
Edo was an example of the latter form. The main building, sur- 
rounded by gardens, stood on a property enclosed by a wall. That 
form has undoubtedly continued to serve as a model. There was a 
tradition, therefore, on which architects could build, one that made 
it acceptable to create houses that were self-sufficient. 

The urban landscape has undergone rapid transformations in the 



last thirty years. Large estates have been subdivided as a result of 
land policies and Ihe tax system, and farmland has increasingly 
been turned into residential lots. A considerable percentage of the 
population now own their houses, but at the price of an extremely 
uniform landscape made up of closed domains that are free of any 
lies to the city in which they exisl. In the process, urbanity has been 
lost. 

In this enormous suburb of small residences, detached houses con- 
tinue to be the subject of design, and diverse forms of houses are 
still being produced. There are some designs that interpret the 
house as a building type made ambiguous by changes in the family 
structure, and still others that show the house prescribed by comple- 
mentary relationships to other facilities scattered throughout the 
city. Although such designs based on an internal logic are still to be 
found, a deliberale attempt is starting to be made by other architects 
to create relationships between houses or to respond to the environ- 
ment of the site. These architects arc critical of the way in which 
the present arrangement of houses has inevitably created closed 
boundaries between individual domains and are trying to connect 
houses directly to urban spaces. 

Doubts naturally remain aboul the wisdom of considering the 
city simply through the medium of detached houses. Some contend 
that the possibility of constructing the city from collective housing, 
for which there is obviously a great need, ought to be explored, and 
such an argument has merit. However, others would argue that 
cities destroyed in the Kobe Earthquake, for example, were able to 
reconstruct themselves in a relatively short time precisely because 
they were made up largely of detached houses, that is, because the 
burden of rebuilding was so widely and evenly distributed. 
Moreover. Ihe fact that other buildings in Japanese cities, from sky- 
scrapers to condominiums, also have site plans modeled on the 
same residential form suggests that experiments in detached houses 
have ihe potential to exert a wide influence. 

That is why I view with hope attempts to redefine urban spaces 
through houses, that is. attempts to redefine the boundaries of hous- 
es with urban spaces. It may be that the new urban image we have 
been trying to delineate is not a radical departure from our present 
environment and that what this unique city made up of detached 
houses requires is simply the acquirement once more of an urbanity 
of some kind. 

(translated true £iif>lisli by Hirvshi Watunabe) 
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Seike House/ 1954, 1970 



SXSB 1*15 -2 Ml 



999], 

thanked tnrr the past Ift years. Evert in once 
■.Utter residential areas t there is so much noise from automobiles and lottd- 
speakers of recycling trucks such that one cannot study, with one's window 
Open, (The first mistake a] my farmer httu.se was) the experiment of having 
the private living space entered directly from the garden. I wax shocked by 
how not only uninvited visitors, hut also trash, dogs, and noise readily 
intruded upon the living spate. So in tins house, there i.s a grand entry hull 

{Shittkentltiht. January IV? I 

H&Z*&tHi~C&< % X* ■ ^■»-fl-cic.A f iftlfi^lRt<tt^LT<-6mi:iij 




location: ()ia-ku, Tokyo 

phase I 

site area: I82ni building urea: 50m total Hour urea: 70nr 
sttuctwe: reinforced concrete; I basement and I story 
completion date, 1954 




phase 2: 

site area: approxitnatL'k 1 ,0<M)m [Dial HmnaroLi: (40 m 
structure; steel frame, wood, reinforced concrete, and concrete 

block: I basement aitd 2 siorics 
completion date; 1470 



t above i The first -phase httuse. 
(middle) The second-phase house, 
{below) thong room of the sec- 
ond phase. 



( H 8 ;> >rjj«l£-|lfl. 



1 ENTRANCE 

3 LIVING ROOM 

3 BEDROOM 

4 LIBRARY 



6 DINING ROOM 

J KITCHEN 

B JAPANESE-STYLE ROOM 

9 CLOSET 



5 FUTURE EXTENSION ID STUDY 
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KIYONORI KIKUTAKE 

Sky House/ 1958 






ami develops, the ability to freely 
rehuiUt. espand, and dismantle and reconstntct building* hecotnes 
essential. It wilt gradually become widely accepted that tins way of 
thinking, that is it theory of change as the fundamental outlook ftir 
tilt architet tare tmd t itics. \htndtl he i tmsliicred mi inescapable 
feature of the problem ft ettvirtituttcltfal ^ptn e " 

( " Hit t :,i in i: Architecture for Hutnuns" Inoue-Shoin. lv7t)i 



r-ft/.-li-J < U *■£ ^>i\h Q . W%1 /_• 'p . f*& L /-' iii'-' i : -: 

4' k-n-etii- Wr. - « r, ii. lift. ^ -i L ci^Xi/m^h t i/EM 
i:*t+***ftK-#£>ji lXk>>1>-t.(r>m&ti<. Wrwiumi: 

i:^-.,ri..<^(t-:-r.J (F/vPlfiilS] tfhftR. I9TO£) 




Imiiun: Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 

.lite area: 247m 

building area: HWrn 

total Floor area: MKin' 

fljucturt: reinforced concrete: 2 stories 

(.- pk'l 3,i1l' l ,JS * 



{above} General view f rim the south, photo In- Akin Kttwasumi. 
tbelowt The second floor spuce is surrounded by a open corri- 
dor with triple sliding fixtures; shoji screens, glass doors, ana' 
shutter doors: this space is currently used as it guest room. 

> !. rtiWfcR. 

t-.hWMtcMtMmiti 8fc*-ci3 «. attityx t- *--'. i L-ctt 

HI :-<'■;■.■;;. 





Second It nor; icale: I /MM). 
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Sakakura Associates. Architects ancT Engineers (Furmtaka Nismzawa) "rvtoniufa*./ 

No Front House /H / 1962 






/n rjw ettviranment much worse that} 1 
xpected. Here twa-starv houses were jammed together, 
almost illegally overbuilt on tiny plots determined In irra- 
tional city planning. Therefore, we decided to create this 

house as an tthjecl isolated ttt all \en\c\ of the word, com- 
pletely separated from the surrounding houses and carried 
based on the fundamental spirit of the courtyard house, " 
fShinkenchiku. October /( 

I IH>©(t'fcELWIt»: i >ii^ftii[:i*tft.*JIKW!iWt 
« « * tmx&k V L £ 1 1, S. n f-l Hit Si •««(:*** Tl 

Tto3MrcWk%ixtz1 t v>iZLi. 3 i tL, a-t- ■ n^xer. 








location: Nishinomiya. Hyogo Prefecture 

site area: 2S7m 

building area: 154m 1 

loial floor area: 154m- 

■aructurc: reinforced concrete: I story 

completion dale: 1962 

luhmr) hxfenos view from the \onthwrst. 
ftnidille) View nnianl the entrance facade from the east, 
aiiove and middle images: Photos In Tashio Taint 
thelowl View toward the living room from the Japtitiese*s!v 




1 ENTBANCE 

2 LIVING ROOM 

3 JAPANESE -STYLE BOOM 
i KITCHEN 

5 DINING BOOM 

6 MAID'S ROOM 

7 GABAGE 

8 CHILDREN'S BOOM 

9 WASTES BEDROOM 

10 TERRACE 

11 COURTYARD 
t? POND 



1 1 .' ifi«iniis. 

i Fl «r4U t )K-IBI£tti. 



VZM.&. 




Section: scale: I /MM. 
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TA \C A \A TT^T I A r /\ \ \A A "It is my desire to remain steadfast tu the mhtdt* 



Tower House/ 1966 



«rof 



f (Ijc c«y. as 
it it, with it* crowds of people and in its cittmtic and tontru- 
dietary .wire, t want to contemplate, discuss, tmtl ohsenv the 
t hartgti of the city from its wry core. " (Keticliikti, June IWi7) 




kn-jijiin: Shihuvii-ku. Tokyo 

silr mra: 20 56m 

building area: I I.ROm' 

inul r U » 1 1 area: 65. Dim' 

structure: reinforced concrete; I basement and 5 stories 

enmpletkjn date: l%fi 



iahovei Exterior view front the west, seen from acn/sx the 

street, Photo was taken in /yV7. 

i below left I View from the east, 

(he/aw right) View toward the living room window opening, 

looking nut toward the city spare of Tokyo, seen from the 

staircase uf the mezzanine. The bathroom is on the fight. 

(Jb) Ml>>M*>*{tlX$,Z.. mimzHkti. 




1 ROOF TERRACE 

2 CHILDREN'S FiOOM 

3 MASTER BEDROOM 
i LIVING ROOM 

5 ENTRANCE 

C PORCH 

? GARAGE 

B LIBRARY 



Fourth flottr. 



Third floor. 



Mezzanine. 






Second /lour. 




First floor: scale: l/.iOO. 



o_ 
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Wrv wii/.v; ^(^x;i byfitilawmg the primary environment. One 

can tintv create ptitper form by respecting the pre-extstina 

environment and itnprtrve u;nm it. After fitttawtng these awl 

trims, tine can then have permission to start it* tmitd ime'x 

ami space... " (Ktnchlka Huiihi. December IVH 

Kill* ?- 9 3 tKB • SUB l(Bilwi'i:it\"J:-i ti.iiHSU, #i:t^-r-A4H*|'sn 

)5»fe0#aife*l]. *-!:C(CiL-a.aflt«UJ.tLT, -fit 
:]■■ ». *n* J: >) £ < +4 i } fc (ff: ', fr#ft|* I rtifc 64' 
- 1, em** ■:■ BAT @ 9*)3iM*-3 < 4 *r-Wfi >'< fi4« 
ii'T-t-J .Sl«itft hot (pull ! 




location: Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 

site ureu: 358.9m 1 

Mruclure: reinforced concrete ami wood; 2 slorics 

phase I: 

building area: 57m' total floor area: I07m 

completion date: 1971 

phase 2: 

building area: 8K.5m' tolal Hour area: 157.5m' 

completion dure: IU7K 

(T! 8 2 ffllK-S^WHBJ: >) *S* K 5. 



L 




F/J 




J 


« r 


III mjmm 



fttfatee tefti Ihnwwtml vtew mln the courtyard, Photo by 
Osama hturai 

{above right i living roam In the seefitul-phu.se house. 
tbefaw) View toward the cfntrtytirtt. xeeit frtim the second- 
phase {bring mom. 




1 ENTRANCE 

2 LIVING ROOM 

3 DINING ROOM 
i KITCHEN 

5 WASHROOM 
BATHROOM 

7 JAPANESE STYLE ROOM 



8 LIBRARY 

3 DEN 

10 RENTAL ROOM 

11 COURTYARD 
« BEDROOM 

11 CHILDREN'S ROOM 



m\ 


\ 

V 


\ 



Site tatd first fltuir; scale: If Mm. 
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HIROSHI HARA + Atelier -...mm, ,*■„,,/,/,,.,;,. 



Hara House/ 1974, 1998 



•b 119 -m 



ihur comfortable living is dependent mi the city 
and maun. In the reality of not being able to close off 'Hying within tin 
home, there i\ no alternative but re make the citx subordinate to the 

cnnfonobilitv of residential living. ...eomfortahie living will he reatizeu 
by embedding the city m die dwelling. " 

tToshi Jiituku. extra edition. Autumn 1971 

it aft**-*- S t r±« i).' frftBi: ffi« ?. * 4 ani: £ i»i»U4t«^. -f 
*^5<*»i&*teB(:^0*$-*Si£i;i-7T1SSSfta.J 

WJlfl ■ UMifii-iiiratpflty 




■ ■ 



\*iH 



location: Machiila. Tokyo 
site area: 640. 1 nr 

huildirtg area: H4.(Jm total limit- area: 1 38.0m 

structure: wood: 2 stories 

completion date: 1974 

pjta^c ^ 

building area: 34.5m' total floor area: 102.] nv 

completion date: IWK 

(above) View toward the entrance, seen from the living room. 

< below left) Exterior view from the west. 

i below right) Second-floor atelier of the extension. The original pan of 

the house is sfen beyond. 

C£T) rtJ: ')Ji4. 




First floor; scale: 1/300. 



Site; scale: ///.WW/. 



ENTRANCE 

JAPANESE-STYLE ROOM 
CHILDREN'S ROOM 
BATHROOM 

UTILITY 
DINING SPACE 
KITCHEN 



HALL 
ALCOVE 



in aosn 



1 1 BEDHOOM 

12 STORAGE 

13 LIVING ROOM 
U TE BRACE 
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House in Nakano/ 1976 



immm 
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"U c&uid pfwb&fiy he soid that my daily fife is exptrittttt 
eontpfeteiy within the aty. Here my ctmnectians with thtri 
physical phenomena of the city accumulate within me to I- 
extent that it permeates the rhythms of my muty ami my \t 
ft/ movement. When /express these feethtgs within tin hit* 
tare, it hevontes my affirmation of the eity." 

tShinkemhihi. Ntwember J 

>nmi-t^-cmft<rifoxb zax &*) . *zvt 

fl«Jiim«^i***i'littrlit«j«^*j fcLTftOrtttcfl 




location: NiikiiMn-ku. Tokyo 
site urea: 367.fi J m 
huiliiin^ area: 1 50.97 nr 
u>t;il floor area: t48.25m J 

structure; reinforced concrete; I story 
compieLion date: 1076 

(obovel Exterior view from the north. 

(heftiwf Attitii room. Ceiling height: from 2.2 to mm. Tw 

length: approx. 45m, 



(T) JIM. M.W- 



2.2 m -,1.9m. 41 K : t-l45m. 



h^ 




Section! state: f/MJO. 



_ 



JJ 



Vi Ittttt. 



1 ENTRANCE 

2 MAIN BOOM 

3 KITCHEN 

4 BATHROOM 
b STUDV 

6 BEDHOOM 

7 CLOSET 




/-Vr.tl ftW ««/<■; I/MX). 
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TADAO ANDO Architect & Associates \,,putthtgupabuite^iMaquatity<$i>eUi&tmixmAfQT 

all. but it is alSfi onfx through these iiultviiltttil buildings ilitit 

one establishes a relationship with a satiety that is in flax. 



Row House in Sumiyoshi/ 1976 



SI8iil»«tSpJi 

esw«i 



So in a mtmtwr tike pounding in wedges tme by otie, there & 
no titwrtiutive but to suhstuiuiatt one's identity in the city bit 
bv hit. " ISliinkemhiku. February 19771 

fill; V t'Jti i -j ri 5« I.IffLi: Hi- fl * ■'. ii .': '_. B * 
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location; ,Sumiyoshi-ku h Osaka 

site area: 57,27m' 

buEkiinjz area: 33.70m 

mial Boor area: 64.72m' 

structures retofbreed concrete; 2 stories 

completion date: 1976 

(above) The house was to replace one of three existing wood' 
i'i\ rew houses, 

(below left I View toward the entratue facade from the mirth, 
(below right) Downward view of the court. The residents of 
this house always have to pass through the exterior court 
when moving to a*ul front other roaati. 

i rJ 3tf&&^;£MfT^|'^Hp£$&L/jk«. 




Sire; scale: I/lJtX). 



1 ENTRANCE 

2 COUflT 

3 LIVING ROOM 
J SPARE ROOM 
5 BEDROOM 



* c: 



) 5 



Second floor. 



B~E3- 



3 



Fir.ti floor: mitt; l/MX). 



J 






/ 



DC 



Section; scale: I/MM. 
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SFFINC RFYONO DICHOTOMIFS Focusing on the Boundary between Houses and Nunhouses 

ll is difficult to provide a general definition, in words or diagram 
of the house as a building type. 

What exactly is a house'.' The first reply might be, "A house is 

building in which a family dwells", but that gels us nowhere, as r 

Yoshiaki Hanada clearcul historical or social definition exists for family. Attempts 

a functional definition might yield statements such as, "A house i 
place where people gather together in close harmony"' or "A hou> 
is the only place where certain kinds of behavior are possible", hi 
today, when so many different building types exist, it is difficult 
imagine any behavior that is engaged in exclusively in a house. V 
might disregard function and focus on architectural image. A stat 
men! such as "A house is a building with a gabled roof*, howeve 
is obviously contradicted by the existence of houses with flat roo 
and vaulted roofs. We might assert that a house has a distinctive 
plan, one in which a corridor leads from an entrance vestibule to 
the living room and bedrooms. However, many building types su 
as hotels, schools, hospitals, and prisons, have public or private s 
lial units that correspond to entrance vestibules, kitchens, living 
looms ;ind bedrooms. 

No doubt some will scoff that by such a discussion we arc on] 
playing with words. What is the building we live in, if not a how 
and who arc the people wc live with, if not a family? 

We ought not to forget, however, that our families are by no 
means generic families but belong to a special form called the m 
em family. In the modern family, separation is maintained betwci 
the family domain and the public domain, members have strong 
emotional tics to each other, division of labor according to sex. 
with men working outside and women staying at home, is praclie 
locus is on children, and group cohesion of the family is rein fore 

The most important of these points is the separation of the fan 
ly domain from the public domain. It is because of this separatioi 
that people have withdrawn from the public domain into the fami 
leading to the cohesion of the family as a group and the establish 
ment of emotional lies between family members. Love lor a chih 
has been transformed into a child-centered way of life, in which ev< 
effort is made to prepare him or her to be a capable human being 
the modern marketplace, that is. the world. To make thai wa) trf 
life possible, a division of labor has inevitably developed betwee 
the sexes, with women becoming the mainstay of the household. 

Modern society, therefore, is the union of the unit called the 
modern family and the modern market, which exists outside the 
family. This can be expressed by the formula: modem society = 
modem family + modern market, ll is. in other words, the union 
love and money. Moreover, if houses are the containers for the 
modern family and building types other than houses are the com; 
ers for the modem market, then the spaces of modern society are 
combination of spaces that are houses and spaces that arc not hot 
es; i.e. spaces of modern society = houses + nonhouscs. 

As I have already pointed out, the modern family is not a con- 
cept that can be defined in isolation. Its existence is conditional c 
the modern market, which lies outside the family and to which it 
linked in a complementary relationship. Therefore, the house, as 
container of the modern family, can only he defined in eomplem< 
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tary relationship 10 other building types. OF necessity, nonhouses 
play an important part in determining what houses are like, as hous- 
es play an important part in determining what nonhouses are like. 

That is one of the reasons defining the house is so difficult. 
Since the house exists only in complementary relationship to other 
things, there is no such thing as a unique, absolute image of ;i 
nausea » Family. The house represents a provisional boundary 
drawn between it and the nonhouse. an index or criterion used to 
draw that boundary, or in a more abstract sense, an interpretation of 
how the outside world is to be understood. Designing a house is an 
intellectual operation on that boundary. How, then, exactly is that 
boundary designed? 

Tht Hidden Danger of I sing a Word Such As "City" as a 
Blanket Term for the Outside World 

The need to define the house in terms of a complementary relation- 
ship makes it easier to understand the desire of mans architects in 
u*c the word "city" in trying to explain their houses. By substitut- 
ing the word "city" for "nonhouse" — the item necessary to any def- 
inition of the house — one arrives at a rationale for one's design. 
Take, for example, the terms "urban house" and "urban hous- 
ing". Whatever their origin or the changes in meaning to which 
they have been subject, such expressions do impart to the "city" a 
special meaning. 

I will leave an actual analysts of examples to another time, but 
when an architect uses such expressions, he has in mind by the 
word "city", not just the townscape around the site, hut more 
abstract images such as "the harsh living environment", "the con- 
fused landscape", "a society systemically full of deceit" or "the 
modem iMiiir.iiliL-iion". Ii then becomes ca>y to postulate two poles 
it Opposition: the "city", representing everything that ought to he 
denied or rejected, and the "house", a highly concentrated space 
that needs to be protected because it is surrounded by that "city". 

The architect usually characterizes his effort by a metaphor, such 
as that he is "driving a wedge into the city". His objective, when 
referred to as "a dissimilative effect", sounds impressive. But the 
"city" in that case is only a preconceived background on which a 
dissimilative effect can be had. or in which "a wedge can be dri- 
ven" The "urban house" as a design approach is dependent on that 
tautology. Consequently, the resulting houses, as the nearly win- 
BOT'Iess walls facing the street in many cases attest, embody the 
architects' interpretation of the "city", but fail to effect any change 
in the boundary between the "house" and the "city". 

There is not the space here to discuss this matter in greater detail, 
but I believe the above comments are applicable to many acts of 
residential design and indeed to architectural design in general. It is 
not just a matter of the "city". Broad generalizations are frequently 
made about the state of the world, with allusions to other fields, and 
facile parallels are drawn between the images conjured up by those 
words or the relational schema suggested by the words on the one 
hand and the tactility of things or the arrangements of architectural 
spaces on the other. It is the substitution of an abstract, easily-solved 
problem for the real one. that is. a failure to consider the relationship 
between different categories, namely language and architecture. 



Toward a More Realistic Understanding of the World 

A number of houses recently published in architectural magazines 
in Japan can be seen as critical of the abovementioned approach to 
design. 

To put it in the context of this article, their architects are mindful 
of the various boundaries that surround a house, and by moving the 
position of those boundaries, they create changes in the condition ol 
the house. They want to be able to explain logically the thoughts 
behind their design, instead of seeking an easy rationale for their 
designs in the outside world, and scrupulously avoid facile transla- 
tions between language and architecture. A complex problem is 
considered as a complex problem. That is the stance the architects 
have taken in designing these houses. In what follows. I have con- 
sidered from such a viewpoint the work of a number of architects 
published in this magazine. 

Toshiharu Yoshii is one of the architects who make the thick- 
nesses of boundaries the subject of design in an easily comprehensi- 
ble way. In a series of houses including the "House in Noda" and 
"House in Suma Tenjincho", he has proposed devices or mecha- 
nisms for making adjustments in complex relationships; e.g. the 
relationship between the site and the street in front or an adjacent 
property, the relationship between family members, and the rela- 
tionship between several different generations living together. Of 
course, solving such problems is a part of any residential design, 
but what I find interesting in his work is the fact that these mecha- 
nisms are not simply added to the house. He sees the house as 
being itself an apparatus for making adjustments, that is. he sees the 
creation of such an apparatus for adjustment as the objective of 
design. His intention seems to be, not to make the house an expres- 
sion of relationships, but to turn the house itself into those relation- 
ships or boundaries. 

The works by Yoshiharu Tsukamoto. including "Ani-House" and 
"Mini-House", are impressive for the relationship established 
between each house and its site. The sites are typical of urban sites 
in Japan, being 66 to KM) square meters in area and located in 
densely-built areas. Most architects would build the house or the 
garden wall up to the property line, and arrange the scheme around 
a courtyard, though the periphery might he designed in some way . 
Tsukamoto, however, designed each of these houses as a villa, that 
is. he arranged each building in the middle of the site, leaving an 
open area on all sides . This open area has been given a complex 
configuration, with stairs and bathrooms extended in a three-dimen- 
sional way. This generates pleasant views from inside the house 
and provides a somewhat strange buffer zone outside it 

Tsukamoto calls these designs the result of his focusing on "the 
way the building stands ". "The way a building stands" is a some- 
what unusual expression, but it might be thought of as an equilibri- 
um achieved by defining the house from both urban and architectur- 
al points of view. 

The problem with most residential areas in Japan, in his opinion. 
is that individual lots, though planned with detached houses in 
mind, are too small for building comfortable villas hut loo low in 
density for townhouse-type solutions. He believes, therefore, that by 
searching for an appropriate "way for the building to stand", light 
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will he thrown, through controls on the house, on its correlative, the 
city. This might he rephrased in the language of this essay us an 
attempt to redefine, not only the house, but the world outside the 
house — that is. the city — by designing the boundary between the 
house and the nonhouse. It is a very lucid idea and is in sharp con- 
trast to the idea of simply accepting a stereotypical image of the 
city and driving a "wedge" into it. 

Taira Nishizawa has made interesting efforts with respect lo the 
language of architecture. His thoughts are well presented in an 
essay entitled "The Materials of Size". Instead of depending on the 
outside world to provide a logical system that might serve as the 
basis for architectural design, he attempts, as much as possible, to 
create a language from within architecture. In order to "reexamine 
buildings from a different angle", but "only an angle with universal 
character", he asks, not "what is a building?" but "what is a build- 
ing made of.'" He builds the hypothesis that buildings are made, not 
of "intentions or views" or "uses or functions", (though these are 
recognized as necessary), but of "materials and procedure". By 
"materials and procedure", he does not mean building materials. He 
means, instead, indices of scale such as height, width, length and 
area, three-dimensional units that combine those indices such as 
"size". "long-und-narrow", "outline" and "compressed**, and verbs 
that indicate operations such as "to scatter" and "to gather". They 
form a collection of the elements from which buildings are assem- 
bled and the rules for the arrangement of those elements; in other 
words, Nishizawa is trying lo create a language. 

The point that needs to be made here, and it is indeed a notewor- 
thy point, is that the systematization he is attempting to develop is 
the polar opposite of what is often referred to as autonomous archi- 
tecture. That is, he conceives of "materials and procedures", not as 
a set of closed operational rules, but as something that makes possi- 
ble an open approach to architectural design, one that permits 
someone lo make a mistake, and for someone else to try anew. The 
four houses that he designed lo test that idea— "Tachikawa House". 
"Kumagaya House". "House O-ta" and "Villa in Suwa" — have dis- 
tinctive site plans that generate curious relationships to areas around 
each site. No doubt his language is sufficiently developed to look 
critically at the design intentions and results of his own work. 
Nishizawa is a stickler for logic, and consequently, his writings, 
contrary to the nature of the ideas expressed in them, may give the 
reader an impression of inflexibility. Nevertheless, his efforts are 
extremely interesting because they are an unusual attempt lo devel- 
op a way of, not simply describing existing architectural spaces, but 
discovering new ones. 

It is dangerous to generalize from a lew examples, but a number of 
houses published recently in Japanese architectural magazines that 
impress one as especially sincere suggest thai something like an 
ethical stance is being taken with respect to the present condition. 
Yutaka Saeki, a cognitive psychologist, slates that "a stale in which 
one continues to aspire to reality and to have hope for explication, 
even to a small degree" is marked by a sense of reality. Perhaps, 
such a pursuit of reality is behind those houses. These architects 
seem to he saying that, in order to perceive the world in all its com- 



plexity, we need to discard shop-worn phrases, devise more accu- 
rate models that link the world, architecture and the city, and see 
the world more realistically through those models. Naturally, such 
ideas and buildings, being so different in design from the residential 
areas around them, might also be called "wedges", but insiead of 
doing nothing about the city, they at least begin to suggest new 
ways in which the world might be programmed. 

Swing beyond Dichotomies 

Well over a million houses are constructed every year in Japan, but 
this essay has commented on fewer lhan ten of them. They were 
built, moreover, over several years. There are many other houses, 
architects and design approaches that deserve discussion. 

A number of problems present themselves, such as what to do 
about the landscape in suburban residential areas, how to consider 
the suslainability of houses, how to participate in the on-going com- 
mercialization ol houses, and how to adapt to transformations of the 
image of the family. They all seem lo come down to the issue of 
what the architectural profession oughl to be like and how archi- 
tects ought to design if the quantitative problem of housing supply 
is to be addressed. Confronted by this problem, many architects 
today are at a loss, and some researchers arc exasperated by the 
timidity of architects. 

I would not go so far as to characterize this too as a problem of 
boundaries, bul even so. ihe problem will remain unsolved as long 
as it is framed as an eilher-or situation. Il is not a question of 
whether a river, say, ought to be crossed or not. Seeing things as a 
dichotomy is itself the problem. It is important that we gain the 
capacity to sec the river as not a river. Discussions on whether 
architects arc artists or not, or whether a building is a work of art or 
not. are typical dichotomic propositions that periodically surface. 
but to someone who sees the complexity of the problem, the issue 
should nol even arise. The realislic thinking I have attributed lo the 
three architect discussed in this essay is. despite the absence of any 
direct confrontation of (he issue of quantity, an example of such a vision. 

Finally, to go back to the image of the boundary between houses 
and nonhouses that was the starling point for this essay. I would 
suggest thai the boundary itself would cease to exist, diverse 
dichotomies in the language of architecture would be dissolved and 
a broader view of houses and architecture as a whole would be 
made possible by observing the following rules during design, 
though this is really a matter for later discussion. 

* Do not arbitrarily make a problem simpler lhan it is. 

* See architecture as a a parameter for adjusting the relationship 
between things, people and conditions. 

* Maintain a relationship between those engaged in architectural 
design and others — a relationship in which the meanings and inten- 
tions of design can be discussed. 

* Design being a process in which choices must continually be 
made, always question why one alternative was adopted and not 
another, and keep lines of communication to ihe public open. 

* Never use architecture as a test of allegiance, to verify the judg- 
ment of others. 

(translated into English by Hiroshi Watanabe 
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Ani-House 






A private house located on the coast about 
nne lmur from Tokyo by Iruin. This is an 
area where iiu- booses once stood on rela- 
tueh generous plols with plenty of space. 
hut these have now been subdivided and 
huill up. On a more or less rectangular 
SOUth-facirlg plot uboul lOniX ]]in. a 
building some 6m square has been laid 
sel back 2 - .1 m from the plot bound- 
ary, as a physical and actual response to 
Ihe specifics of Ihe surrounding environ- 
ment. The interior is a single one-room 
space with the kilchen ami bathroom pro- 
jecting from ihe volume of ihe cube as nec- 
essary. The floor and ground level are half a 




slory nut of alignment, and. by staggering 
the interna] and external sight lines, an 
internal space willi an open character is 
achieved without compromising privacy. 
Structurally, ihe slab is lightened hy using 
a slccl -frame construction with bowstring 
beams, so lhat the internal space is made 
larger. The bedroom floor Is sunk 1.12m 
into the ground, and Ihe Hours of the living 
room, study and roof terrace are respec- 
tively l.fmi. 4.14m, and O.Sm above 
ground level. 
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and actual response to the specifics tif the 
surrounding environment. The floor and 
ground level are half a story out of 
alignment, and. by staggering the internal 
mid external sight tines, tin itnenud space 
with an open character is achieved without 
, umjtroimsme privacy, lite tifi hen and 
bathroom project from the volume nf the 
cube as necessity. 
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(p.23l General view from the southeast. 
i facing page) General view from the south. 
Tim approximately fun- square httusc has 
been set boeli 2-Sm from the plat boundary. 
tp.27. above t The kitchen and bathroom 
project from the volume of the culie as 
necessary, 

fp.27, below) View toward the street, seen 
from the yard between the boundary and the 
house. 
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A STUDY ROOM 

B LIVING ROOM 
C BEDROOM 

1 cooP polyvinyKhloKide sheet. l»2 Omm 

autociavod light-wenfjht concrete. r,«1QQmm 

2 top aai l galvanized steel. i=0.9nvri P 6flnT 

3 raol gatwanued &\«& sheet. t=D-5mrr.. batten Mam rooting 

firsphltt JOOlmg. ?4F4Gym 
StruClural plywood. T=lZrnm 
glass waai. IcIOOmm 

4 exterior wall toirugated galvanized steel. [taO.Srrtm 

asphalt reeling. TJJkg/nv 
structural plywood, t-9mm 
glass wool. t= 100mm 
£ lean-to roof' stool plate. 1*4 &mm. hot-dip gaivantfad fini-ahi 

6 ftanOrail Steel Hat bit, W*4flm,m X D^Omm. not-dlp galvanized linisPi 

7 handrail t hanga, pip* 1 steel pipe. a=32mrTi. anti-corrosive paint finish 



& troweled moder, wax finish 

9 wiling / wall: ptywood, t«T2mm. stainless steal screws, sandpapered 

laxiu-t, w» Finish 
tO sparMHrel' wail, exposed concrete 
U Japanese; linden lumber core plywood. r«24mm, oil paim iini^h 

12 lloor oat flooring, t=t2mm 

lloor heating panol, [=l2rrvm 
pbasterhaaid. r=l2mm 
Structural plywood, 1=1 ?mm 
flow (Oi5t:40mm X 40mm 
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15 Itaor lauan plywood. 1= 5 5mm, wax finish 

structural plywood, [=i2rruTi 
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17 ready-made aluminum se$h for stael Prame + wired glass. i=&mni 
T9 foamed polystyrene. i=25rnm 



19 setting concrete t=60mm 

20 crushed sione. t=60rmn 

21 handrail, steel pipe. p=42 7mm. anii^orroswe pami Imisti 

22 tread: chequered 5T«#1 plate, l=45rnm 1 ariircorfosi.ve paird Imi&h 

23 string' steel plate, t=12rrim. antheonosLve paint tpmsri 

24 steel rod. c^lOmm, aoti-Mnrosive paint finish 

26 SMfll rod. 0«25mm, an.ti-Cofrodivu pflint finish 
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28 window ■■rame- westarn hsmtoct, facing-ZXJmm. oil paint ftrugh 

29 aluminum curtain rails 

30 olive 1 irees 

31 lawn 

32 sionu masonry (existing) 

33 Cross-no 

34 conmeie blocks wall (exisiingl 

35 lau-ral shrubs 
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location: Chigasaki. Kanagawa Prefecture 

architects: Yoshiharu Tstikamoto & Momoyo Kajjima / 

V. I hi Bow-Wow 
structural engineers: I'mezawn Structural Engineer* 
genera] contractors: Tokyu Tekkin Concrete 
site area: 1 2 2. 3 2m : 
h wilding area: 46.74m : 
tola I Hoar area: l2I.H5m 
basement area: 3b.0Om 
first floor area: 46.35m 7 
second flimr area: 36.i Kim 

penthouse floor area: 3,50m 

structure: sleel frame: I basement. 2 stories, and l-stury 

penthouse 
maximum height; H.MJdmm 
eaves height: 6,yX5mm 
completion date: April. 1997 
family composition: parents and 2 children 
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(below kfi) Interior tifthr bedroom (floor k\rt:GL-i, IZttmt 
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First floor; scale; 1/150. 
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TAIRA NISHIZAWA Architects & Associates 

House O-ta 

ffift*iUlffittft*ffiW 



This house stands in a district of low-rise 
houses, shops, factories, and larger medi- 
um-rise buildings in a dense, small scale 
area in Tokyo. 

The southern pan of the site is given over 
lo parking. In the center of the remaining 
portion of the site stands a building just 
over 3m wide. The first floor is a steel 
.structure, while the second floor is built 
in typical Japanese wooden construction. 
Arranged on both sides of the house sire 
four similar tall rooms, each with a ceil- 
ing height or 3.7m, and a floor- to- floor 
height of 4.3m. On the first floor are a 
kite lien-dining space and a Japanese-style 




room, and the second floor contains two 
bedrooms. Between these rooms is a 
four-story slack of service spaces, includ- 
ing an entrance, bathroom, and toilets, 
iuranged as compactly as possible. 
Each room has a very high ceiling, with 
the windows placed high on the walls, so 
that the sky and surrounding roof scape 
arc visihle. These high, broad walls bring 
skylight and natural ventilation into the 
spaces. The area around the building may 
change in the future, but the building's 
"height parameter" will preserve its pri- 
vacy. 
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Site ami 2.5th floor; state: 1/300. 
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2.5th floor. 



2nd floor. 




w 



I. .'ill) flour. 







O 2 



7 



\ hi floor: scale: l/1 50. 



1 JAPANESE-STYLE ROOM 8 BATHROOM 

2 ENTRANCE 9 FLOWER BED 

3 DINING ROOM I KITCHEN m BEDROOM 1 
J CLOSET It BEDROOM ! 
5 PARKING II LAVATORY 

5 SERVICE YARD 13 SPARE HOOM 
7 VOID 
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totti TAIRA NISHIZAWA Architect & AssciciMes 

k! centers hn Simclure Design Workshop 
rfawrjctors: 5aluu Kimiuten + Kent hi ku Produce 

«n I'll 5Um 
Wtafirei .'"(Kim 

act 87,90m ; 
aba net JT.0Om 

Ufmmi n.OOm 

11 jrc.i I I Hill 
man *(] [rant 1 1 st+ 1 .Sih flixin and wixkI (2nd+2.5lh 

floorf, 2 tUHie*. pmnl\ 4 siories 
■aankipM S.5S0mni 
u*)ta|!u »J76mro 
M^fcuno iitc. September. IWN 
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■to twkm 
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fS : 250%) 
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>r rAr wwf .tidr. 77r* AflWf stands in a district of 
kHin and hm Houses, in downtown Tokyo. 
|J2,«iWj General view of the northwest side. The width is 
IWJm. mi the maximum height is 8,580.5mm, 
SI bttoKi View from the stiuth. The second-floor watt is a 
tutored aiummum spandrel { vertical palter?!}, and the 
t$oor*ait t\ a stiver-colored aluminum spandrel 
tmymtal pattern i. 
pJtJL tbavrl General view of the south side. 

Vfcw of the dining worn and kitchen. The 
«■*» mdth LPSOmm. height 1,420mm. is 2. 1 '50mm (thrive 
fcjta 

tJKWXFiitt. abmei interior of the hedroam 2. T)\e ceiling 
JkRfhu iJflt'fmm, the width is 2.960mm. and the depth is 
VSkm, Jne waits and ceiling of the second floor are 
mp. 

Jtawj M"V behwj Interior of the dining room and kitchen. 
iV^Ht ij the same size as the bedroom 2. The walls and 
a&Mj of the first firmr are white. 
tj**r n$hi) Interior of the hedroam J. 
fain right} Interior of the Japanese-style room. The ceding 
teif* ii itiXkim. the width in 2,960mm, and the depth is 
pttn 

;AteM34. 
Ml *■*«. 

lfll> H^>f*-i*V. SUSOmni, fii ? I.420mm»8 
HEttVl I) 2.150mm. 

) rgi3j*a$, x*asitj.To(jmni. (■«.&+ t 

Mm. ».fTii-i- + ?s,780mm. iUfneSrtB-Sttii^-v 
■folTl 1 *. 

It. i»»l-s#(±e<*f>*i-n,>4, 

fitt) ffSlitJt,*, 

f*&4, K#SSIi3,7(Wmm. (SILL-* TlWidnwi. 
EjjMSMa. 
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KAZUYO SEJIMA & Associates 

Y-House 



Y-HOUSE 



This is a private residence in Katsuura 
city in Chiha Prefecture about tme and a 
half hours by ear from Tokyo. The site is 
one of almost symmetrical subdivided 
lots in a high density residential area. 
Positioning the house in the center of the 
site created two external .spaces on cither 
side of the house which can he indepen- 
dent, and ever)- internal room is connect- 
ed to both of external spaces. This layout 
also maintains a physical interval with 
the neighboring house, and ensures good 
ventilation and daylightine as welt as pri- 
vacy from noise. At the same lime, on the 
second door, a life surrounded with green- 



ery is provided. On the first floor, each 
room is pan of a larjio hritirii white space- 
opening directly onto a terrace. The vol- 
ume projecting outdoors from the living 
room on the second floor adjusts both the 
spatial expanse, by providing a different 
view of the garden, and also the relation- 
ship to the street The whole site, includ- 
ing the internal life-space of the dwelling. 
can be circulated aroond. 



fBt::lt"3*H&&C*4. ftttti. <ii*l3l 
B i ; fl-SHK ii 3 ft /--&«« & £&6«ffl-fl 
(-*>.&. itt®«-ftJfc<p5fci:|E+<6;:fci:J: 
i>. *<r>mmi-&2.\.t:ZK-z.tzr)& 

mm^he>mmmm»a; mm.. w±. 

2 RK- Ii 5"J - > i:l!tl iiit '!:« fr W-.iiT 
£L,-CiMf-?*(:fS]SSrSftTi.<*. 2H 
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Site; mile: 1/1,500. 



Site mid second floor: scute: //JMO. 
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i above) General view from the east, looking 

toward th? seashore of Katmura. 

(p.40, above} View from the balcony; the 

third poor Ruest room volume seems to float 

above the living spates. 

tp.4ih below} View toward southwest terrace. 



seen from the northeast terrace through the 
utility room and the bathroom, 
(p.41) The terrace atul hnkony on the south- 
west side. 



(40H I J ;<^:a--Xt)a&- 3»rxh 
(40JI FJ Jtii^-r^X^^a-'r 1 'J r * 

(41 E;) jftiMWf-^xi/'rjt 3 ■=■-£££. 
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! BEDROOM 

7 CHILDREN'S ROOM 

3 BATHROOM 

i UTILITY ROOM 

5 TERRACE 

6 LIVING ROOM 
3 KITCHEN-DINING HOOM 
6 BALCONY 
9 WASHROOM 

10 GUESTROOM 

11 VOID 



Third floor. 




Second floor. 
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TOSHIAKI ISfflDA Architects & Associates F L J 

5 Floors 






F5 



The site is located between a redevelop- 
ment area around the crossing of two 
trunk roads and an older residential area 
in Tokyo. The husband and wife clients 
are both dentists, and wanted a building 
to serve as both a dental practice and res- 
idence. The rectangular volume including 
the basement consists of two different 
functional spaces, and three routes link- 
ing them: for those using the residence, 
the dental clinic, and the elevator con- 
necting the basement to the third floor 
respectively. The house consists of a sim- 
ple structure and the membrane covering 
it is designed to take advantage of the 



uncertainly of a dwelling formed of only 
a film. The theme is contact with the out- 
side world via distorted picture-like 
views of life seen through the membrane. 
The structure consists of frames with a 
span of 4.85m projected in three direc- 
tions from eight steel columns arranged 
in four lines with a uniform span of 
2.65m in the north-south direction. This 
allows freedom for both the planning of 
each floor and the expression of the 
facade. The shapes of the translucent 
film-covered glass openings are the result 
of directly expressing the internal func- 
tions. 



ftJItli. JSJiwemiilB 2 «"&£+£# 

»i3Hr*^>&<-iI^-*> £#&.&% 

< SIR fc -COME Sftfc.= i7>tE!gli, ffiMl 
tt K J: ■> TJ£ b Joft^wg -j £ ZM^-iz 
JK^>TSa:lrSft-0^. -£ <?>&&(:*& ffi 
f*6*j 4 £rfti: * h $+# t to&j$.i<i— * t 



nx4. SWii. t.ssmX^xma 
wltv*. ^ hi: tn mmn 




J- 



Section; scale: 1/300. 
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Second floor. 
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First floor: scute: 1/300. 




(facing page) General view /mm rite northeast Exterior wall: 
gah'attir.cd and aluminum-nutted steel sheet spandrel, open- 
ing: dear glass, shutter-prevention fdm. 
tabovel Third-floor terrace, ffigli-rise httitdings can be seen 
in the baekgrountl. Terrace width: 2,600mm. 
tl}cloWi Night view of the terrace. 
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1 R0OF-GAfffiEN BAR 

I MAIN ROOM 

3 TERRACE 

4 ROOM ' 
6 ROOM 2 

6 CLINIC 

7 WAITING BOOM 
a PARKING 

9 ENTRANCE 1 

10 ENTRANCE 2 

11 ENTRANCES 

12 MEETING ROOM 

13 ROOM 3 

14 STORAGE 
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UAw-lu. Tokyo 

tTofaki lihida Architects & Associates 
lajBttTv Tecronic Consultants 
(■■n mo Gmki (Turpi mil ion 



■ ni 5ft 5}m 






m 57.Wm 

*t I lumnl reinforced cuncrclc (basement) and 
ltd tore i above gmunil); 1 basement and 3 stories 

■ tajhr 8.192mm 
*h IJilimm 

■ die September. 1WH 
■fralwi' sijjiiI in ni ho r .mil Couple 

■SEW 
iHW!i£*JMr*M 



' | : n) + io%) 
i«i% 

■ .'-hit iter) tt-iTig (js±) 
(tii jsj-jr 



fftwmnnfivrH'ri/'r'ir staircase, seen f rtmt the 
tin entrance dour of the residence is 





•J the mirth side of the main rmim. Ceiling 
mm 

ft\ Yin of tin tmnheast comer. In the ceiling are 
ttttdifht openings. 

■■■■<ird the east side of the second-floor 

■ :.: l.ltMhtm. 

ass* ftT%+. s * i t *) vimmm 

WlttittLb. £#SS : 2400mm. 

|BK>*t3- r— . R#i:tt*-'t-t I- )«< 
■i^Ht^Hi. s#ffl:2jwmim. 
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Sectional detail; scale: 1/60. 
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JUN TAMAK1 / Tamaki Architecturar Atelier 

Hakama 






MA"? 



The site is located on the side of the 
entrance to a verdant Shinto shrine in a 
residential destrict of Uji City in Kyoto 
Prefecture. This building is an alien sub- 
stance inserted into the town, at the same 
time, it envelops a dwelling space. At the 
center of this white monolith lies a living 
room with a ceiling height of 5m, in 
which several large openings have been 
cut. Thick walls appear to surround the 
central space (living room) and their deep 
openings emphasize the building's mono- 
lithic impression. The architect was con- 
vinced that the monolith was composed of 
surfaces. So he thought the spaces sur- 



rounding the living room could function 
as rooms by substituting a series of clos- 
ing surfaces of effectively no thickness. 
These partitions, between the central 
space and the surrounding rooms, are 
simply curtains which allow wind, light 
and people to pass through them. By 
using soch a gentle partition, the building 
can also become a single large space. The 
boundaries within the dwelling are made 
up of a series of independent rooms. 






J PX J PA*iIifi5ir:£. a< 
tt-*iMtt«Ji)i:J:i). B»ii5i 




Site; scale: 1/1.500. 



Sile and second floor .scale: I/3O0. 





Section; scale: 1/300. 
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Sectional detail; scale: 1/50. 



A LIVING ROOM 
B BEDROOM 
C ENTRANCE 

T roof: galvBftUK) fttMi. I«04mm, bfltten seam roofing 
asphalt roofing. 2?kg/m : 
cemented UKC&l&Qf board, talSmm 

7 fascia board: OfeQon pino. painl imigh 

3 HexitHe boanj, t-imm, paini finish 

4 curiam, flame-re la'dam 

5 wall / ceiling wood baaing, mortal t*3Qmm 

rrxwiar plastering malen*l (whiiel 
tj tauan plywood 
7 teilinfl.: casing joist. dOKiOmm 

gtasi wool, fiO+SOmm 

plasleiboard. 1 = &mm 

waJI-iabrtC fnush 

6 floating lymiliwe" Japanese linden pl/WOOd, Hush, 
Clear IacqLier pam! finish 

9 floor talamt mais. t=55mm 
ptvwood. 1=1 3mm 
floor p*stS' 4&x60mm fl4S6mm o.c 

10 celling: catling jai'SE 40 X 40mm 

plasterboard. t«3mm, Wil|4abr*c f.nish 

11 Handrail Japanese hndar* plyVrtlod„ I»12mm r ctoar 
lacquer pair*! Iirush 

12 floor polyviriyl-crikj'nde aheei 

plywood, 1=1 2mm 

poJv5tyr«ne loam r i=300mm 

floor (OH515 45 ^ 60mm O303mm DA 

13 tneil 

14 wood fame Wftll-fabric linigh 
16 stainless, steel pipe. o=30mm. ■ 



a mm 

B II 

c £0ft 

1 It* : rfJi-^M^itttt u0.fcnm E#*3 

7a7?*Wb-7* >tf 22kg/m 3 
yfc^-fe> > KtS t^lSnnm 

2 «HU : 'v<T-yji» 

3 7i/^'>7J^-M-9mm £& 

4 *-x>«»> 

5 «* S# :*T*l©±*Ji'*'t' t-3Dmm 

7 X#:IFM 40X4bmm 

^5;O-Jt,t-50+50mm 
7?X$ —3ff— K [t.5mm 

9 J* : Ml* l-55mm 

&tS t-IZmm 

tlA : *SX60mm @455mm o.c 
10 5E#:IHl4QX40rnm 

It SIUSTE6ji:*# : ^*£tf t-12mmtL 

12 Rl&Rmtt-lUs-mi! 

■**& t*12mm 

Jl^-fa?*-!* t-300rnm 
«jfc : 45X60mm @303mrn d.C. 

13 m*m 

1* 7KtM: ^a^ifiu 

15 SUS30* 4-30mm2*9 
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Into this white monolith have teen cut several large ait 
openings. The living room, which connects to the otusiit 
through these deep openings, lies at the center. tlielhid 
walla, between the exterior and the living room, are 
OS rooms. The rooms tire separated from the living t 
the curtain. As the living room is covered by the curtain 
wall finish is omitted. 

mfflUffiiiitWmi'-L-Kffii'jft.fcgllli-jlU -twill 
*4ota!H:tt*-T>-ttr-ttW&fitlgSi , ei?i 
h. tt.i. H~T-ycmmiWOZtvm<ntturimi\ 

lp.65) View from the southwest. This house is located 
the approach to a shrine. 

(facing page) South side facing the street. The exterior 
which is plastered mortar, has cut-out openings. The a 
height is 5,850mm. 

toH) «BfMii)ft4. *H±m»ffl9)«i:a^. 
C&M) Ji»t;iB+4rtfWintt. KWt&'S&BfM 

CIW»fcttTVfi. ll : raii5.S50mm. 



lmer 1 ( 
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TADAO ANDO Architect & Associates 

Town House in Hirano 



A house for two generations - a young 
couple and mother - huili in a downtown 
urea retaining a traditional ambience, 
with rows of timber dwellings and urban 
workshops. It is enclosed against the motley 
surroundings by a two-story hij;h wall built 
along the site boundary, and inside that 
the dwelling is divided into an external 
space with the character or an interior, 
and an internal space of equal volume. 
The single entrance facing the main street 
gives access to a front garden. From there, 
a staircase leads to the upper floor and one 
passes through the living-dining space with 
terrace, which constitutes the public part of 



the house, before descending to the bed- 
rooms and service rooms constituting a pri- 
vate zone on the ground floor. Each of the 
two bedrooms overlooks its own courtyard 
garden (these are large and small respective- 
ly}, and while having an open character, 
they thus retain their privacy . In the "Row 
house in Sumiyoshi", there was a central 
courtyard which clearly formed the heart of 
tile plan, but in this house, the structure is of 
the kind in which Ihe center moves accord- 
ing to the position of the residents. 



*fflfc$arafc*<7)2HHftt£. *#!:« 

ffl*si'6ffl^Jfc». *wi*i«li;:iirt»£M 
fcM£#*';*-Aroft«ntrW3SS!fc4 

it, t-mmiziJLz. tz.frwr>} ■» 

? x^-z-c-** 2 wraft£-*glfl| t T7 
x^-KaifiL, ifs<osat*iiitjtflt; 

iLt7 , 7^-F'/->i;JS, Afc-o 







5ire. scat*: 1/1.500. 



Sire and second floor: scale: 1/300. 




Si; lion: wrj/c /AWN. 
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courtyard, seen from the second floor, J 



(p*?3) View toward the western 

(tibovt) West side facing the street. 

ihefow) View from the east. This house is built it) a downtown area retaining 

a traditional ambience. 

(facing page} View toward the eastern courtyard, seen fnnn the fflp stair. 
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Second floor. 



\vc iit ion: Hinino-ku, Osaka 
architects: Tadao Ando Architect &. 

Associates 
structural engineers: Ascoral Engineering 

Associates 
general contractors: Hand - House Kenchifcu 

Kobo 
site area: 120.48m' 
building area: 72.11m 7 
total floor area: 92. I3m ; 
first floor area: 65.95m- 
second floor area: 26.IHm J 
structure: reinforced concrete bearing wall: 

2 stories 
maximum height: 5,700mm 
eaves height: 5JO0tnm 
completion dale: August* |*J% 
family composition: grand mother, couple. 

and child 



l«J?ini,it '- *:'v MS Stiff Wi 

*.r. «>K"">xa*is 

Kttiiiifil l20.4Sm ; 
tESiM 72.11m' 
&J*ffiH 92,13m 1 

1 Wt 65.95m ; 

2 PS 26.l8m ; 

IB^.!.'^ 59.8% (ft® :*o%) 
Sffl^ 65.6% (<it'& : 160%) 
ffliS &iffi=>>;"l-HSSt#i£ 
BUS iftt2» 

JRflJjfii 5,700mm 
ff& 5,100mm 
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First floor; scale: 1/1 SO. 
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" 




This j* a composition In which lifestyle functions move m 
relation to the exterior eourtyarti and terrace spaces, fa the 
"Htm- boast in Stttuixtistn", a antrtyanl provided a definite 
tenter It) the house, hut in this ease, the comptisilitin has he en 
designed sn that the center nf the house shifts tiependinn on 
where the people are. 

1. » < -J it W+lg^T 7 7. fc I » T W£W] £ 4 "3 3 1 tta»t>.il. 
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(p. 70, above) View from the second-floor livin. 
hi thing eastward The * terrace is on the left an 
open space above the east courtyard i& an she 
ip.7ft, below) The east courtyard, seen from tit 
hedrttam. 

tpJl) East courtyard The east bedroom ts \u 
the lower left, with the (entire at the upper fej 
Flooring: troweled concrete with expansion its 
{above) East courtyard, looking westward, 
i facing page, above) View toward the living n 
seen from the terrace. 

{facing page, below) Interior of the east bedn. 
ipMH View toward the stain to the living nut 
the entrance. 
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3,725 



Prnpeciive of the rust courtyard. 



b t|- hfiiftr. 



■ 



NSHI^l *„*&££*, 



1 anterior wall exposed concrete, water-repellent pami RnSetl 

2 floor concrete finish with expansion joints 

3 nandrail upper surface, troweled condole, water- repellent paint finish 
handrail exposed concrete. wai&r-iec»llent paim finish 

4 beam upper surface: iroweled concr*ca L waterTepelleni. pami finish 

5 liDor crndjer concrete wilti espansion iowits. asphalt waterproofing 
membrarw 

6 flaanmQ jam 

7 steel Msh, synthetic resin paint finish, clear fkai glass 
a ceilmg. -Bicposed concrele 

S floor Japanese larch. 1*2&rnrn-, wax finreh 
TD bench upper surface, concrete finish. watsr-repeElenl pamt finisti 

bencn exposed eanc.re.ie. water-repellent paint finish 
11 closet Japanese linden plywood, Oil pamt f'mrth 



M:a>jij-HJ»L *#»**; 

6 *W>JSSi 

9 it :.*»-■:; i = i5 ran , 7 v ? * tt± Lf 

n 9n— #■> ^ : s»*-<*=^ op 
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T-House in Yutenji 



*£*^ TSB 



A house designed for a couple and child, 
set in a central Tokyo housing estate. 
Thin shell construction rigid reinforced 
concrete frames, with a uniform height 
and width of about 5m, and a depth of 
4.8m, 2.2m and 5,1m. are arranged in a 
single line lo form a structure ahoul 1 6m 
long overall, provided with slit-like open- 
ings measuring 1.2m and 2.5m. By plac- 
ing the ground floor surface 250mm 
below ground level, and making the upper- 
floor slab 200mm thick and the roof slab 
150mm thick, the height of the overall 
building is kept low. at about 5m. although 
it is two stories high. The interior con- 



sists of an entrance hall and double- 
height space at the center of the plan, 
with, i m i he ground floor, ;t garage and 
child's bedroom at the front, and master 
bedroom at die tear, and, on the upper floor, 
a workroom, living room and kitchen. 
Becaiisi' i)l (lie huiklinp'.s box-like con- 
struction, it offers great flexibility in 
planning along the depth or the structure, 
incorporates the minimum of functions 
required for dwelling in the city, and 
offers the residents the freedom to organ- 
ise their lifestyles as they wish. 




tz*><r>mw.'£i:-&z. as, »a#ua 

Jii:£&, D4M4.8ni. 2.2m. 5,lra«7|/- 
iA ( , -C-ih.-fHl.2m. 2.5m<BX'J / S-4KO 

BO»*Wt--t-H£H*c<&iem»ft£T(E 

RSH-Ct-'i. lP»Wl''<<t'SrGL-25()mni 

I^SEli+'L-UJ^ h?>X*-A'fcl&flCtt 

m%i, 2Bi:i±tt¥asatlglB!--&Br 
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nmMkt&zt?$mirim 
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Site; settle: 1/1,500. 



Sire taut sramd fifwr; state: I/MX), 



Sect it m; mate: I/300. 
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First floor: scale: 1/150. 




. .- 



1 GARAGE 

2 PRIVATE ROOM 

3 DIRT-FLOOR SPACE 

4 ENTRANCE 

5 BEDROOM 
S ATELIER 1 
7 ATELIER! 

S LIVING ROOM 
9 VOID 



(p.SS) Last side' facing the street. The front 

wall is composed of clear float glass with 

milk-white film 

{fitting page, above) Close-up view of the 

south side. A slit window is located in the 

watt. 

tfacing page, below! Downward view of the 

southeast side. The maximum height is about 

5m. 

I right I Eastern evening view. 

(pp.86-87) This house is composed of one 

sptice. The ceiling is reinfonred concrete and 

the floor is oak flooring. The structure is of 

thin-shell rigid reinforced concrete. The 

single large space is divided by ttn acrylic 

sliding screen. The second floor ceiling 

height is 2.600mm. and the open space above 

the dirt flitttr is 5.290tum. 



(£W.h) *BHtt. X'J v MKUffltlSB/j'o 

(« WMVW. 

(S6-87H) *>?*}- r tTlfrl<r>X.#k-r7 

\tikWi^y tt'i- h ■ Wi^t-zo. 7?'} tv 
»»3l£pT-f£tti;,h£. 2 (£«*#&?!* 

IMMmni. £IH]WRJCiJfttSMii5.»0nira, 
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(left) Vim" toward the eastern glass wall beyond the acrylic 

sliding screen- The shadow of a cherry tree is reflected on the 

wail. 

fright) View award the living rtmm across thr open space 

almve the din floor. 

(facing page) View ttiwutd the neighbor's house. 

ft*. 







iBUl^i^H 




location: 5etagaya-ku, Tokyo 

architects: Toyo Ilo & Associates. Architects 

structural engineers: Structural Design Office Oak 

general contractors: Tokyo Tckkin Concrete 

site area: IHI.S2m- 

huilding urea: NH.OUnr 

loml floor ilea: l4X.27ni 

tirM floor area: SO.OOm' 

second fli>or area: 6S.27m' 

structure: reinforced concrete: 2 stories 

maximum height: 5. 165mm 

raves height: 5, 1 65mm 

completion date: March. 1999 

family composition: parents and child 

HfcgSSrst +-?«iiKIt«*3f 

»I *£SSaSS55=J > ? 'J — h 

ftttinif* 181.82m 1 

ilgiiffl 80.00m ! 

ifirSHfll 148.27m ! 

I PPr 80.0Dm ! 

2ffi 68.27n> ! 

St"CH$ 44% (fl=S: 60%) 

IFfltSp 82% (ftW I 150%) 

Wig »e=>>?'J- r-ifi 

flt&Si 5,165mm 

ffS 5.165mm 

ift«»K JfU ttftWffliJSfflilMl 

ax ]<mmn 

*SH«fiE **» T-ffi i A. 
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A LIVING ROOM 
B BEDROOM 

1 cast aluminum' 

2 root membrane v^iBrptoahnq. 1=1. 5mm [werkeble suriacer 

ooryerhvlerw loam l=25mr»l 
irwrw. raltXHJmm 

3 wait plaeterboard. ta 1.2.5mm. BmulsHjii pami inrush 

sprayed foamed ureihara. ta 1 5mm 

4 caning exposed concrete 

5 Moor oak flooring, 75mm k random tanglh, l» 15mm 

chip bwrd. i«20mm. direct epplicalion 

6 spandrel wedl. Jupsnew linden plywood. l=4mm, open-planking, 

wax lirusTi 

oiistartward, 1=9 5mm 

sprayed foamed uretnane. i^lSmm 

7 f loof ■ oat flooring. 75mm x random length, !■ 1 Bmm 

cum boar a. t=20mm. diracl application 
sprayed loamed urethane, t=25mm 

a conceit* Sub Slab. 1* 50mm 
9 enj'shpet aiQfls. 1=60mm 

10 handrail: steel pipe, e=34mm 

11 dowrtfipoul: pol/vm^chloride ptpe, q=50>mm. buirt-m 

12 jomi sealing comoound 
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Sectivnat detail: scale: 1/50. 



■ - > i 

St* 1.1.5mm *f£ffjfl 
ftVX*l*>mmW I.JSmm 
l*»* i.l»30mip 

I *-Pi.1!.5mm 6P 

H'7b>9>IM1lt blBan 

Htinti. 

p:«7n-'j:-7 7immXaK t»15nim 
rt-f v 7 it* - I-' 1.20m ( *■ IS ) 
It "*SS!.lmm IlLtU WWaftiH 
75;!*-*- K (.9.5mm 
M7i.*>*fl If 1.15mm 

a-l/>? 75mm X &K r> 16mm 
«-?( 7 Jl#-Kl-Hlm («■!»> 
t*7l-$>«WlJt-Iimm 
|T3>?V- h 1-Wmm 

CKtiiwW^ *-50inmrril* 
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R1KEN YAMAMOTO & Field Shop J F L 

Gazebo 



999] 



Ul*8SS3£lfXiS 
GAZEBO 



This building, which is 4 stories high 
above ground, stands facing a mad of 
trunk mule width quite close to Yokohama 
Station. On the lower floors are shops. 
rental offices, ami rental Hats, while the 
4lh floor and a part of the 3rd floor are 
occupied by the designer's home. 
Arranged around a 4th floor terrace, 
domestic spaces, such as the living room 
and bathroom are grouped like separate 
structures, and make an open roof space 
covered with a downward curving roof in 
the center of the house. Also, j.iisin^ the 
living area up to the 4th floor helps to create 
a place from which to escape external 



noise. Since 1986. when this house was 
finished, the mother and aum who lived 
together here with the family have passed 
away and children have been born, mak- 
ing the owners a nuclear family, and the 
place has been altered to suit the new cir- 
cumstances. Without changing the main 
frame of the building, studies and bed- 
rooms hme been made for the parents and 
children and the toilet has been enlarged 
h\ changing l tic position of llic moiv 
room. In this way rooms with a higher 
degree of independence than before have 
been created for each member of the 
family. 



14 h4 lEaT^CTitttiiffijfiSMiibUf 
|frr«-r v % i *<£• t L X Hr KB ^firS te t<D 
£. t fc, 4 m K£M&M r t *,±.ifi Z 

L x v' fc Bite \i AMite^L f-ilWkiti, 



Ot2R£r^i.M l-£K<L,';. 




Siw; jco/f.- I/I.5O0. 



Site and fourth floor; scale: I /SIX). 



i 




ir^ 




Section; scale: l/JOO. 
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gjMXr t View loward the living rnt/m. seen/nun the 

KkvftiHn the renmtieletJ ihihi'x rtxtm. Afsit. the 

i ».» taltti ~{etl. 
*ttti> Vir* tiward the ehiid's rtxtm. seen frtmt the 



■■■ ttwttrtt the exterior slttirs, seen from the 
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^fKWOOM 


10 CHILD S ROOM 




1 1 THUNK ROOM 


jUAPARTMENl 


12 ELEVATOR LOBBY 




13 JAPANESE STYLE BOOM 


tK)OM 


14 MOTHERS ROOM 




IS AUNTS ROOM 


Kmsrans 


16 PENTHOUSE 




17 RENTAL QFFlGf. 




18 SHOP 



[ArchitecturcEbookl The Japan Architect no 34 [Summer 19991 

WILD'S ROOM J x L (facttig fWfU'l Vicvr frum the kflthiru. The living SpOCi 



up fri the *fth flottr opens in the intisitfe. hut still 

remains quiet. 

(below t View from the south. across the trunk route. 

(fel) temi*)$,z>. 4Wi-*4t*. fl-touww..-^ 
tr> treats** uiitrwj: 'it*. 
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Fifth floor: seals: 1/300. 




T$> 




Fourth floor f before remtnlefing). 



M/frw; scale: If ISO. 
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Third fltmr [before remodeling); scale: 1/306. 
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Stctiorsai detail: tcale: 1/75. 
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tifihr exterior Stairs, on she southwest crrnirr. 




«l ih tiring area up to HJ9m ttbtmr ground level helps 
fcimirv u piiar from which u* escape external noise. The 

t it ammgett annual a tenure, making an open spate in 
htffttrr iff the house. 



A TERRACE 
B EXTERIOR STAIRS 
C RENTAL APARTMENT 
D RENTAL OFFICE 
E SHOP 

1 membrane roc! liber polyesieF cwJvwnvl-chloride coating 

2 beam steel H-aectwn. T95x 150mm 

3 post steel H-section. 150* 150mm 

4 save gutter; stainless steel. t=0.5mrr> 

5 membrane 1 roof Fibe* pafyestor poryvifiyl-ehlor»oe Loaiing. steel. o^Jdrnm 

6 wall QaiMWd eoncfaT9, wBier-fepBiiant pamt finiBh 

7 aiairs aleeS p»pa. 0-1 3mm 

fraari. grilling 
riser, h«195 6mm 
Need. WfZWmm 

8 handrail steel pipe. a=34rnm, HutnrgethyKvne re^m ppmi finish 

9 too* cypress stais, t*iBmm 

floor rCMST. cypress. SG^samm 
waterproofing concrete 

10 skyrtght sieeisash. pol^arbwiaio glaring panels. i=3mm 

1 1 wall wood liber panels, grayed clear acrylic Imia+i 
13 mamqfane barrier h" 1,400mm 

handrail. bm*I pip*. d=-34m.m. Muwoeiriylene ream pa mi rintsti 
13 *;jiea brace slee3 pipe. a*-34fnm fFuOToeihyiene reg>rt pflirtt limsh 
M oaleony steel plate, t=4 5mm, sprayeoMlyorMtriylftn* ream fifitsrl 
15 wall plasterboard. t»S2mm 
IB starrs riser steel (Daw. i.=3.Zmn> 

If cad. 1" 6mm 

1 7 blind box 

18 floor trowekH) monar. i=30mm. 

cmder concrete, t-l7Qmm 
waterproof agem 

19 starless siee! Iramfl. stainless steel wire mesh. *12. mash pitch Bmm 

20 ifOweled mortar E-=50mrn 

Z1 casing sKflstarboarrA i=3tnm. v^ny! rosm paint finish 
27 wall plasterboard, t='l2mm. vinyl *esm punt fimsfi 
23 ffctw: mortal- base piai 1 - '/TO 
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-U : Zf-ll- *.3«mm 



7 ****» 



'i'j. Jf^'J ^~* J ^ — htf t»3n>m 



A 77J 

a UM 
c 1IJV<- t 

d w*m» 

E EM 

t #: ^f--JtH-19SX15Cram 

3 It : X^-il- H-15OX150mm 

4 •* : SUS l-l.Smm 

»T>h:*VI*rJi«Ut'III 7U-- 

6 u: 3 >» 'j- Kim i, «*«**. 

7 |RHk:3*-Jl-.>4-r7 *»13mm 

m±lf : 195 6mm 
jXfE : 264mm 

8 *«:**■- JWJ-T7 «.34mm 

«*: t;*90X90mm 

K*3>?'J- K 

10 K . fn K : J.t—»,*t i 

ii ■ :***>l r -f »*■/»** Af»'J7P(Hii 

12 !»!,■?> K : h. 1,400mm 

?»: Jf-AJif? ^-34mm ;?HBM 

13 Tjtt : **-JK<-r7 ^-34mm 7v*#fflj*H 

14 fWl.a = -|S: af--/t7V- K 1.4.5mm 7 yJHlHftfif 

15 H:^7^»-*-F t-12mm 

15 MB : K±l* : J?- J1.PL |.3.2mm 

aS : ^^--Jl'PL [=6mm 
17 7»"f !■£#,$;* 

16 IE : =En>?j\,£ u^ff >; t«30mm 

->>#— 3>»'J- K 1.1 70mm 

19 SUS# SUS'J-f 1--^ jr/lll!il>'>it;f Bmm 

20 ^HJJtiarff *. t-50mm 

II *#;7'53*-*-ft.3mmVP 
33 II : 7"53*-*- Kt-13ramVP 
23 J* : tltiSJl-TMr 7' : j^»- . -?1? -f Jt t.2mm 
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TORU MURAKAMI Architect & Associates 



House at Ajina 






This house is set in a tranquil residential 
area witli a view of the island of Aki-miya- 
jima off the coast of Hiroshima Prefecture. 
Space was maximized by erecting the 
absolute minimum of walls and placing a 
rnnl" on lop nl' them, i.c returning lo the 
original concept of architecture: that of 
enclosing and covering a space. Pin 
joints arc used at the topmost points of 
separate walls and independent columns 
support a steel-framed curving roof, thus 
defining interior space by clarifying each 
individual structural form. 
The C-shapeti plan encloses a terrace, uti- 
lizing the site shape, and is made up of 



two face to face wings with a half-story 
level difference, which itre connected by 
a ramp. The span is 3.6m. the lowest ceil- 
ing height is 2.1m. There are no ceiling 
beams, and Ihe 2 50 mm diameter columns 
contain 6 vertical reinforcing bars and a 
rainwater down pipe. 

The central upen terrace has a thin cover- 
ing of water, like a broad, shallow flower 
bowl. All rooms are completely open to 
the terrace, bringing to the house an 
atmosphere of overwhelming clarity. 



M fc« *1H1 r »ffl+ h *Wm h ft fc. - 
zx-it &$M ■ g _4tt«lH.'*i: f V«#T 
**fl-i:j;iflliffiimg****. b<r>&<ntr> 

ftilJ&tSS- fe4* L X, ^«rft/;t6] d ■ - ■ ;", 

li.l.6m, X#&!JSt!£-C2.lm. *£fc<L. 
*.!tt 6 4: t SffiSrff t,ii/v^tt(i25t)mm 



^T*A4. t*Uffif.ftfct--/>« 
ft<t5ft/-*|.*rt»t L-TJK'tiaWM 




Sft»; .utile: 1/iJIXl. 



Site amt first floor: scale: 1/300. 
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Seciitm; scale: 1/300, 
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1 GARAGE 

2 PORCH 

: WW 

4 ENTRANCE 

5 JAPANESE .STYLE ROOM 
S LIVING ROOM 

■ ■ '. HEN 

B TERRACE 

9 CHILD'S flOOM 

10 BEDROOM 



(p. 103) Terrace seen from the north. The living roont is in the 

left wing, the connecting romp is in the center and the child f s 

room U on the second floor in the right wine, 

iohttve left} View from the east. 

(above right) Stntth side. A closed, expressionless appearance 

is adopted to prepare far the neighboring house to he 

constructed on this side. 

(facing page, above) Ramp connecting the two wings, seen 

from the living room. 

(facing page, below) View from the entrance. 

'Kxmi JKffllt) ^7**14. /jli:)glH, iEfflmxrj-7. 

■ '.= [-.' ttmnm. 

(tit-j itiiHW-tt. *mmm<&mLxmiztzii&A.-eM&. 

MZKXlttc-iXm,. 

csirn £MJ»)a*. 
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imul detail; Kale: l/l (I. 
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Hrion: Hiroshima. Hiroshima Prefecture 

|*fcita;b Tirni Murakami Architect & Asswiale.s 

HOural engineers: S.A.P. Architectural Structure Design Office 

rami conlruetiirs; Slimb Construction 
I «jici 212. i g m- 
BUi! area: 8K.50m 
IttiflMarta: I78.37m j 

■■Kill (tar area: 40.32m' 
■fa flour area: 87 JSm 
I ami limit area; 50.27m J 

■ fi:uii: reinforced concrete and steel frame: I basement and 

.' ■ I nries 
■■ail hciuln: 4,'J7(lmrn 
Htnheichi: 4. 2.10mm 

kkiiiin dale: February, l*MO 
■. .inipiKiliiiii: oiuplc 
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mm® sM?.mmmm. 
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«!!!■■ 2. 1] 




H pajfj iVijjto Vreiv beyond the termer. 
vi Lm/ig mom. 
'/ View /mm the HrittR room. 
■ Inn toward (ftf terrace, seen from lite entrance. 
pt'Hi [tie C-shaped pkm is made up of two facing wings 
ptt fttilf-Ufirv level difference. 
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WARO KISHI + K.ASSOCJATES / Architects 

House in Suzaku 



S&K5+ K.ASSOC tATES / Architects 



The site is located in the suburbs of Nara 
and consists of wooden two-story houses 
on plots or just under 330m-, with medi- 
um-rise apartments to the south. In con- 
sideration of the urban context, a torn- 
postion which includes a private court- 
yard was selected. Four slopes link two 
wings; an east wing which is 8.95m north- 
south by 5. Km east -west, and a west wing 
which is 9,0m north-south by 5.4m east- 
west, with a half-story level difference. The 
east wing is public space, and the west is 
private. To approach the building is to go 
up the slope seeing the courtyard as if it 
were a front yard. As the surrounding 



view comes into sight through the lou- 
vers on the right side of the slope, the 
courtyard begins to open to the oulskle. 
A living-dining room also opens to the town 
through the louvers, and the outside is 
felt more closely as one approaches [he 
building. Also, by making the circulation 
as long as possible, the space has a gra- 
dation from outside to inside. At the same 
time as creating an environmcnl which is 
independent of the town, the house also 
attempts to relate to it subtly. 



BUftliSmilfW. lt»l-T-(* r J330ni ; )SSj^!fc 
Jfc!-*i£2P8!BTf;t-£7m5. ffiffl(:i±* 

ltf.lt8.95mXSftH5.8m<7)SMt, f^PS 1^ 
&,<!>■? n^*Jt9.0mX itffl5.4m<OjM& 
4 $«xrj--/7l { "?&v>Ti<»£. SfCWi'i 

[111 fj,4, tBto-Mi ty m £ ffi®« £ $ £&, 

o-o, XD-7'4'^-)TT7'D-ft4. 
x D - -ftT&^H- '<-** L HfiJIfflOHl 



I : HI] i ■ X H *> , Jft-3 < i:-3 trCJHHM 

fciSMt^y-vsi'SHiTm.jB 
rtSBMfc«T"J >r- HtMttlllvJ 




Site; Male: 1/1.500. 



Site: scale: U300. 
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Section; $cate: I/S00, 
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tp.Ifljt General view from the south. The inside cttmmunieates 
with the outside through the wooden louvers, 
fohrnei The site is hunted with houses to the teff, and 
medium- rise apartments to the right 

ihuinv pa tie I Vien uf the entrance. 






i [ 



D 



1 HOBBV ROOM 

2 TEA-CEREMONY ROOM 

3 COURTYARD 
* STUDY 

5 GARAGE 

S PRIVATE ROOM 

7 LIVING ROOM / OWING ROOM 



First fltittr; siule: 1/150. 
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: Nam. Nara Prefcelure 
ktalv Warn Kishi + K. ASSOCIATES / Architects 
ButtirjJ t-ncinecTy; Urban Design Institute 
Hal coniracinrs: Kunisada Construction and Sutoji Nak:tmura 

llea*cercmony mom and gardening in cimrlyard) 
tiRj. OT.K8m ; 
| WJini! Ja h ;r 126.36m 
ri floor area: IKI.9Sm ; 
sfWrarea; fil.Wirn' 
i floor urea: I20,92rrr 
: reinforced concrele; 2 stories 
ilieighl: 6,100mm 
|aie. height: S.RSOmm 

■jfaina dale: October. ITOK 

mly composition: parents and child 



&fU0I+ K.ASSOCIATES/Architects 
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flTWft 




fpujef. above) View toward the tippnxich, seen from the 

fpage, below) Interior of the living-dining room, 

\u) Tin courtyard r.i i:\iierii-nint iis u "front yard" as one 
tches up the slope. 
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itthmr) fJmvmvard view of the ei/unyard 

(btfow) The livinR'diniitx room opens up to the ttwn ;Amuj 

ihi' Imiverx. 

(p. 1 19) VitW nf the emmyotd. 

(±) =PJ8£l-v>l. 




t wooden louver 
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WIZ ARCHITECTS / TOSHIHARU YOSHIt 



House in Suma Tenjincho 



1 



WIZ ARCHITECTS /S#«M 

mm ■ xnm<nn 



This is ;i replacement for a house which col- 
lapsed in ihe Great Hanshin-Awaji Earth- 
i|uake. The site, which commands :i view of 
Awaji Island, is in a quiet residential area 
several kilometers towards ihe mnunluins 
from Suma beach. Each living space, or the 
eouple. the fattier, and the sister, lias its own 
entrance linked directly to ouiside arid also 
connects to a linear family room on the sec- 
ond floor. The father's and daughter's units 
arc arranged in order from the road side, 
and are accessed from the garage approach. 
The workspace / entrance hall on l he hack 
of the first floor serves as the hushand's 
hobby space when it is united with the 



young couple's private room. The atmos- 
phere of die second floor, where light pene- 
trates from the outside space between each 
private room and the terrace, varies accord- 
ing CO the opening and closing of the sliding 
doors of each pair of private rooms. In each 
unit the dwelling space and lifesiyle change 
wiih its linking Lo the family room. A disap- 
pearing ladder ascends to the lofl space, 
which ciui be used by any or the occupants 
on demand. The degree to which il is possi- 
ble to make the private areas public is deter- 
mined by the spatial devices such as sliding 
doors. 
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L J A L (/>. 121 1 View of the southwest t 



ide. Tlie height of the opening 
h i ,2300mm. 

(facing piifie) Tilt exterior Horace uppmueh eotiinris n> the 
street. 

(tib<nv) View of the family room. 
Ihi'lnw) Vim toward the arret from the work space. 



(121 K) (h-ffifflWHl. fBIBIi'mHSiii.axmira. 

I i,-n I W*7:/B-*«*|.«£HiO , tt1!BaHM'<)->$:* , 4. 

it) 2«*»ia*»*. 
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Location: Sumu-ku. rvolie 

architects: WJZ ARCHITECTS / Toshiharu VoH 

general contractors: Mizovmchi Komaten 

site area: 169.88m 

building area: 97. I5m : 

total Boor area: 21550m 1 

first floor area: 97.15m' 

second floor area: 97. J 5m' 

lofi floor area: 20.90m ! 

structure: w<hh1 j . 1 stories 

maximum height: 8.0 1 0mm 

eaves heigh I ; 5.850mm 

completion date: November, 1997 

family composition: grand father, couple, sister 

wttm fiu'-jti-ffljfiR 

list W1Z ARCHITECTS/ fi ttsSllft 

Mlfiifrl In9.88m' 
USSluifrt 97.15m' 
JfrjiMfS 2I.S.2l)m ! 
111 97.l5nr 
2Kf 97,15m' 
D7h 20.90m ! 

gt^v>$ 575% (lite : 60%) 

?Jfl($! 126.7% (ffg: 150%) 

ma *ffi 

t8« J!ti.h2ffi D^f- 
liAt^i 8.010mm 
$F#5 5.85(lmm 

ttl 1997^1 III 

s^tiitit x am (* 
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(above) The Jtiptinese-sixte room of Room I '. 
(middle) View toward Rotnn .1 front the family rutmi. 
fht'hw) The exterior garage approach. 
(faeing page) View from fhe south. 
(p. 127) Evening view from the street. 

it) rsn^ws. 
w mBmubrmj^ss. 
(T) $Lmmr-fu-+mm^M. 
tew swiiai. 

(I27ff) SIKIS4P.. 
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I i ROOM 2 
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! WVA10HV 
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[II «TCH£N 

1J LAV«JOBV 

D MESSING HOOM 

M BATHROOM 

B BOOM 4 

H ROOMS 
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